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scratch an urbanite

and you'llfind someone who yearns to trade tailored suits for Wellington boots
and draw sustenance—both physical and spiritual—from the land. So it was
for Country Living’s former publisher, Ron Galotti, embodiment of the dap-
per, Ferrari-driving Manhatran bachelor upon whom Mr. Big of Sex and the
City was based. Four years ago, Ron said good-bye to all thatand made a full-
time commitment to the countryside that first inspired him, back in 1978, to
join a magazine that would celebrate the country way of life, with an accent
on (in Ron’s words) “real country living.” Today he lives year-round in North
Pomfret, Vermont, wich his wife, Lisa Wilcox Galotti, a skiing coach at Kill-
ington Mountain School and onetime U.S. national downhill champion racer,
and their 8-year-old daughter, Abbi. The family’s homestead is a 100-acre
farm that Ron works himself: His daily activities include baling hay, spreading
manure, splitting logs for firewood, shoeing the horses, and plowing snow. In
addition to overseeing a gut renovation of the property’s 18th-century house,
Ron is also renewing the land on which it stands, bringing it back from fallow
forest to fertile pasture (it hadn’t been farmed since the late 1960s). His corner
office is a 6,000-square-foot barn he designed. And instead of putting out fires
in the fast-paced publishing world, he’s on call 24-7 as a volunteer firefighter
with his local engine company, the North Pomfrer Fire Squad. “For me, it's
just about doing something for the community,” says the former city slicker
who's achieved his career high: acceprance by his country neighbors.

OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Ron designed the three-story, post-and-beam barn, which was built
by local contractor Rick Tobiason; it's home to four horses, including Denver, a Morgan
(top right). ToP LEFT: The steel roof on the garage is Vermont's signature color, green.
LEFT: The property came with a stone “Clifford” wall. “Pete Clifford is a well-known
mason in this area,” Ron explains, “and people don’'t want to see those walls torn down.
The stonework we did in and around the house matches that wall." OPPOSITE, BOTTOM
LEFT: That includes the Vermont fireplace in the living room. BOTTOM RIGHT: The
industrial-strength kitchen features a stainless-steel restaurant prep table and a Vul-
can stove. PILLOWS: ANKASA. THROWS: ARMAND DIRADOURIAN. SEE SHOPPING GUIDE FOR DETAILS.

Hear Ron Galotti talk about his life in the country at countryliving.com/galotti.
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THE FLOORS “We
urchased reclaimed wood,”

Ron says, so the planksvary

by type of timber, with maple,

beech, and pine in the mix.

"It's neat to walk on this

floor with your bare feet—

it's curvy and lumpy, with

‘alot of character.”
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